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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
List of Sections Forming Part of This Information Disclosure Statement 

The following sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure Statement: 

1. Preliminary Statements 

2. Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly Form PTO-1449) 

3 . Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This Statement 

4. Identification ofPerson(s) Making This Information Disclosure Statement 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.8(a) and 1.10* 

(When using Express Mail, the Express Mail label number is mandatory; 
Express Mail certification is optional.) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAILING 

fx J deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to Mail Stop RCE, Commissi oner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria. V A 22313-1450. 

J 37 CF.R.§ 14(a) 37 CF.R § t.10* 

O with sufficient postage as first class mail. [x] as "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 

Mailing Label No. EV4S941&07S US C*. 



TRANSMISSION 

D facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office, (703) - 



Signature 

Date: June 16. 2004 

Charles R, Cypher 




(type or print name of person certifying) 



* Only lite date cf filing (§1.6) will be the date used in a patait term adjustment calculation, although the date on any certificate of mailing or 
transmission under §1.8 continues to be taken into account in determining timeliness. See § 1.703(f). Consider "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" (§ 1. 10) or facsimile transmission (§ 1.6(d)) for the reply to be accorded the earliest possible filing date for patent term adjustment 
calculations. 
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Section 1. Preliminary statements 



Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information, of which they are aware 
that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect of which, there 
may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representation that a 
search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to 
be, material to patentability, or that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission against 
interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 
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PTG/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2008. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1448A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as m&nv sheets as necossarv) 


Complete if Known S 


Application Number 


09/922.581 /C\\ 


Filing Data 


08/03/01 / 


First Named Inventor 


Alfred D. Commas JUH 1 8 ZffiK TS 


Art Unit 


3637 W I 


Examiner Name 


Winnie S.Yio ^3/ 


c Sheet I 1 I of I 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


SST/1148 ^522^ V 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials" 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
AppScant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 "*"*** 






^ 6,643,986 B2 


11/11/2003 


Commins et a! 








us_ 6,327,831 Bl 


12/11/2001 


Leek 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initiate* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreiqn Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


T* 


Country Cods Hiumber *"Kmd C«te 5 (ff known) 









































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 


i 



considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www uspto oov or MPEP 901.04. * Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-tetter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document s Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 If possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mart* here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 3? CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The i n formation is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file {and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time vtfli vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer, U.S. Patent 
end Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Sox 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 00 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



if you need assistance in completing the form, celt 1-80OPTO-91 99 end select option 2. 
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^ Hl.fi. PStent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Art of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of Information unless ft contains a valid OM8 control number 



Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many s/ie*t* as noces&ary) 


_ ■> 
Complete If Known nT^v 


Application Number 


09/922.581 ^ A 


Filing Date 


( JUH 1 6 200*$] 


First Named Inventor 


Alfred D. Comrrmg » 


Art Unit 


3637 


Examiner Name 


Winnie S. Yip ^£2S^ 


, Sheet | 1 | of | 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


SST/1148 j 



CxacNhor 


Ota 
Ma* 


^SIMPSON STRONU-llii COMPANY, INC., "LTV/ASA/AJS Framing 

Anchors," Simpson Strong-lie Connectors, Simpson Strong-Tie Company, Inc. (U-SA.), 


T* 






numbered page 58, (1995). * , „ ^ — : 

QTwpcn^I CTRONG-TTE COMPANY INC.* "CS/CMST Coiled Straps/ Simpson 
Strong-lie Connectors, Simpson Strong-Tie Company, Inc. (U.SA.), numbered page S6, 
fj<»« 






■ 


EDWARD L KEITH, PJ8.. "153 Big Bin: Performance and Testing," Research Report 
American Plywood Association, American Plywood Association fTacoma, Washington 
US A ), front cover, numbered I -24. back cover. (May 1990). 








Ben L. Schmid Calculation Sheet, "Apartment Bldgs Seismic Strengthening," total of 1 
fa^fJulv 30. 1994V : 








JOHN R. TISSELL. T£ AND JOHN D. ROSE, "146 Roof Diaphragms for Manufactured Homes,' Research 
(Tacorna. W&shinetoo U-S-AA front covn. numbered Danes 3-30. bade cover, (Revised September 1 993V 






— - 


AMBRICAN PLYWOOD ASSOCIATION, "Stapled Slw=t fcted Bloddne for APA-Pand Diaphragms," 
TectoSlNote American Plywood Association Number N370B, American Plywood Assocnboo CTacoma, 
W»*mrton U.SA.Y total of raw l.r^htfedbcA rite fitevisrf November 1993V - — : 








AMERICAN PLYWOOD ASSOCIATION, "Materials Handling." APA The Engineered 
WoodAssociaUon Industrial Use Guide, American Plywood Associaton (Tacoma, 
W.Amptnri U S A Y front cover, numbered races 3-54. back cover (Revised January 1995). 


• 






AMERICAN PLYWOOD ASSOCIATION, Hie Produce Protector Making a Case for 
Plywood Harvest Bins," APA The Engineered Wood AssociaUon^mencaii Plywood 
Action fTacoma Washington US A.V total of 1 teee. Printed both ades ( Ma Yl J996), 








a wtjptpan PI YWOOD ASSOCIATION, "A Test of Time Plywood Harvest Bias Span Three 
Decades in Use," APA Tbe Egineercd Wood As^t^ Aine^ Ply^ Asj^Uon . 
rra^Wa^hinrfonTiSAl total of 1 oaa. Minted both sides /November 1996). 








AMERICAN PLYWOOD ASSOCIATION, "APA Collapsible Bin Designer*! FabricaUon." 
APATbe Engineered Wood Association, American Plywood AssoaaUo^ Oleoma, 
WashtaBtaTuf^ ), W cover. numSered m«s 2 and 3. back cover, (February 1997). 








AMERICAN PLYWOOD ASSOCIATION, "Plywood for Tabacco Storage." ATAlne 
Engineered Wood Association, American Plywood Association (Tacoma, Washington 
USA)total of 1 page, (at least as early as 1997). 








Provision*! Application, "Shear Pane! Joint," Tiled May 9, 1997, 
Charles H.Utzman, total of 13 ; >pages (printed both sides). 





Examiner 
Signature 



Considered 



and not 



considered. IneWo copy rt Oil fcrni^nerteemmiinieatkwtoappfcanJ. 

. LWqM ctaf OT oWB*>5oo number. 'A,,^ btoplaceaer^rnarkhercHF^^ ^ 



J 
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PTCVSB/08b (08-03) 
Approved for use through 08/30/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of Information unless ft contains a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute tor form 14498/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use 05 many sheets as necessary) 


Complete ff Known s£\ 


Application Number 


09/922.581 / W *fc>\ 


Fifing Date 


08/03/01 I JIM 1 6 20H * j 


First Named Inventor 


Alfred D. Commfns Vj& ^ 


M Unit 


3637 %e ; ^c£ / 


Examiner Name 


Winnie S. Yip 


L Sheet | 1 | of | Z 


Attorney Docket Number 


SST/1148 



NOW PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 

HO. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the Hem (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), vofume-iasue numbers), publisher, city 

and/or country where published. 


T a 






ALFRED D. COMMINS AND ROBERT C. GREGG, "Cyclic Performance of Tall-Narrow 
Shearwall Assemblies, total of 6 pages (printed on both sides), (April 5, 1994). 








FOREST PRODUCTS SOCIETY, "Earthquake Performance and Safety of Timber Structures," 
Forest Products Society (Madison, WI), tide, preface and copyright page, pages 142-146 (1997), 








DONALD E. BREYER, "Design of Wood Structures," 3rd Ed., Chapter 8, Plywood and Other 
Structural-Use Panels, McGraw-Hill, Inc. (New York, NY U.S A.), front page, back page and page 434. 








SIMPSON STRONG-TIE COMPANY, INC., "Wood Construction Connectors," Catalog C-97, 

CimncAn ^trnrtcr.Tfp C/\mrs anv Tnr fll S A ^ fiv»nt Tiaop hack naffe and naoe5^ Oanuarv 1 19Q*r\ 

Olillp&vJll OuUIlg'llC vAAIilfJaUY t lllv* \\J.&*r\mjf uuilf. pa^v^ lpovbl pag^ <mu |/<*£v«s<j } ^jaxiiwuy i } 177/^ 








Typical CS Installation as a Floor-to-Floor Tie with Strap Attached Over Plywood, total of 








y 


DONALD E. BREYER, "Design of Wood Structures," 3rd Ed., Chapter 10, Shearwalls, 
McGraw-Hill, Inc. (New York, NY U.S. A), front page, back page, and page 497-532. 








DONALD E. BREYER, "Design of Wood Structures," 3rd Ed., Chapters 8,9, 11, 12.1 and 12.9, 
McGraw Hill Inc. (New York, NY, USA) front and back page, total of 49 pages (printed on both sides) 




























Examiner 
Signature 


Date 

Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance and not 
considered Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (opttonai J. 2 Applicant is to piece a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The foformatron is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Ccrnrnerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form. caU 1-80OPTO-9199 end select option 2, 



5 
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Section 3. Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This Statement 

Legible copies of all items listed in Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (substitute for Form PTO-1449) 
accompany this information statement. 
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Section 4* 



Identification of Person Making This Information Disclosure Statement 



The person making this certification is: 



a. the practitioner who signs below on the basis of the information in the practitioner's file. 



Date: June 16, 2004 




Charles R. Cypher 

Registration No. 41,694 

Law Offices of James R. Cypher 

405 14th Street, Suite 1607 

Oakland, CA 94612 

510-832-4111 

Customer No. 0498 . 
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